Study Online with Open Christian University and Earn a State-licensed Qualification from California, USA 


Home Referrals Blog Contact Q. = 


) 


What Does the Bible Teach About the Trinity? 


Sixbert SANGWA « June 03, 2024 


As a new believer in Jesus Christ, one of the foundational doctrines you will encounter is the concept of the 

Trinity. This can be a challenging idea to grasp, as it involves the profound mystery of the one true God existing 
eternally in three distinct Persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It's important to understand that this 
does not mean there are three separate gods. Rather, the Trinity represents the three unique ways in which the 


one true God has revealed Himself to humanity throughout history in order to accomplish His plan of salvation. 


The doctrine of the Trinity is a profound mystery that exceeds our finite human understanding. As the apostle 
Paul wrote, "Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!" (Romans 11:33). However, by carefully studying the Scriptures, we 
can gain a deeper appreciation for the triune nature of our God and how it is intricately woven into His 


redemptive plan. 


The Bible begins by revealing God the Father as the ultimate source and initiator of all creation. He is the 
sovereign Lord who reigns over all things and whose loving purposes will ultimately prevail (Genesis 1:1, 
Revelation 4:11). Throughout the Old Testament, we see the Father working in the lives of His people, calling 
them to Himself, disciplining them, and promising a coming Messiah who would deliver them from sin and 
death. As the first Person of the Trinity, the Father is the origin and source of the Godhead. 

God the Son (Jesus Christ) 


The Father's plan to save humanity reached its climax, He took on the human form (incarnation) through Mary 
and became Jesus Christ. Jesus is fully divine, sharing the same essence and attributes as the Father, yet He 
also became fully human (John 1:1, 14). In His humility, the eternal God took on human form to accomplish His 
redemptive plan. As the God-Man, Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross to bear the penalty for sin, and 
rose again in victory over death (Romans 5:8-11, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8). Through faith in Christ, we can receive 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life (John 3:16). It is crucial to understand that Jesus is not merely a great 


teacher or prophet but is God Himself who became incarnate to save us from Our Sins. 


After Jesus' ascension, the same God who became incarnate as the Son now takes on the form of the Holy 
Spirit, sent to indwell and empower believers. The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth, convicts us of sin, and 
transforms us into the likeness of Christ (John 14:16-17, 16:8-11; Romans 8:1-11). The Holy Spirit is not a mere force 
or influence, but the third Person of the Trinity, fully God, who applies the work of Christ in the lives of God's 
people. He is the means by which the Father accomplishes His redemptive purposes in the lives of His 
children. Just as Jesus is fully God, the Holy Spirit is also fully God, dwelling within us to empower us, guide us, 


and transform us. 


While the three Persons of the Trinity have distinct roles and functions, they are united in their essential being 
and work together in perfect harmony to bring about God's plan of salvation. The Father initiates, the Son 


accomplishes, and the Holy Spirit applies - all for the glory of the one true God. 


The doctrine of the Trinity is a profound mystery that exceeds our finite human understanding, but it is essential 
for grasping the depth of God's love and the full extent of His redemptive work. As a new believer, it is crucial 
to understand that Jesus is not merely a great teacher or prophet, but is God Himself who became incarnate to 
Save us from our sins. Additionally, the Holy Spirit is also fully God, dwelling within us to empower us, guide us, 
and transform us. The same God who took on human form as the Son now takes on the form of the Spirit to 


indwell and empower His people. 


May this understanding of the Trinity deepen your faith and draw you closer to the one true God who has 
revealed Himself in these three unique Persons. As you grow in your relationship with Him, may your heart be 


filled with wonder, worship, and gratitude for the triune God who has made Himself known to us. 


Related Articles 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible is Inspired? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible is Infallible? 


¢ What is the Difference between Being Religious and Being a Christian? 
¢ What is the Difference Between the Inerrancy and Infallibility of Scripture? 
¢ What Does It Mean That the Bible Should Be Our Sole Authority for Faith and Practice? 
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